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Biden sending 1,500 troops for Mexico border migrant surge 


White House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre speaks during the daily briefing at the White House 
in Washington, Tuesday, May 2, 2023. 
Associated Press 
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By COLLEEN LONG, AAMER MADHANI and TARA COPP 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The Biden administration will send 
1,500 active-duty troops to the U.S.-Mexico border starting 
next week, ahead of an expected migrant surge following 
the end of coronavirus pandemic-era restrictions. 
Military personnel will do data entry, warehouse support 
and other administrative tasks so that U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection can focus on fieldwork, White House 
spokeswoman Karine Jean-Pierre said Tuesday. The 
troops “will not be performing law enforcement functions 
or interacting with immigrants, or migrants,” Jean-Pierre 
said. “This will free up Border Patrol agents to perform their 
critical law enforcement duties.” 
They will be deployed for 90 days, and will be pulled from 
the Army and Marine Corps, and Defense Secretary Lloyd 
Austin will look to backfill with National Guard or Reserve 
troops during that period, Pentagon spokesman Air Force 
Brig. Gen. Pat Ryder said. There are already 2,500 National 
Guard members at the border. 


Continued on Page 2 


Continued from Front 


Even amid the restrictions, 
the administration has seen 
record numbers of people 
crossing the border, and 
President Joe Biden has 
responded 
by 
cracking 
down on those who cross 
illegally and by creating 
new pathways meant to 
offer alternatives to a dan- 
gerous and often deadly 
journey. 
For Biden, who announced 
his 
Democratic 
reelec- 
tion campaign a week 
ago, the decision signals 
his administration is taking 
seriously an effort to tamp 
down the number of illegal 
crossings, a potent source 
of Republican attacks, and 
sends a message to poten- 
tial border crossers not to 
attempt the journey. But it 
also draws potentially un- 
welcome comparisons to 
Biden’s 
Republican 
pre- 
decessor, whose policies 
Biden frequently criticized. 
Congress, meanwhile, has 
refused to take any sub- 
stantial 
immigration-relat- 
ed actions. 
Then-President 
Donald 
Trump deployed active- 


duty troops to the border 
to assist border patrol per- 
sonnel in processing large 
migrant caravans, on top 
of National Guard forces 
that were already working 
in that capacity. 
Jean-Pierre 
downplayed 
any 
similarity 
between 
Biden’s immigration man- 
agement and Trump’s use 


of troops during his term. 
“DOD 
personnel 
have 
been supporting CBP at 
the border for almost two 
decades now,” Jean-Pierre 
said. “So this is a common 
practice.” 
It’s another line of defense 
in an effort to manage 
overcrowding and other 
possible issues that might 


arise as border officials 
move away from the COV- 
ID-19 restrictions. Last week, 
administration officials an- 
nounced they would work 
to swiftly screen migrants 
seeking asylum at the bor- 
der, quickly deport those 
deemed as not being qual- 
ified, and penalize people 
who cross illegally into the 
U.S. or illegally through an- 
other country on their way 
to the U.S. border. 
They will also open centers 
outside the United States 
for people fleeing violence 
and poverty to apply to 
fly in legally and settle in 
the United States, Spain or 
Canada. The first process- 
ing centers will open in 
Guatemala and Colombia, 
with others expected to fol- 
low. 


The Pentagon on Tuesday 
approved the request for 
troops by Homeland Se- 
curity, which manages the 
border. 
The deployments have a 
catch: As a condition for 
Austin’s previous approval 
of National Guard troops 
to the border through Oct. 
1, Homeland Security had 
to agree to work with the 
White House and Congress 
to develop a plan for lon- 
ger-term staffing solutions 
and funding shortfalls, “to 
maintain border security 
and the safe, orderly, and 
humane processing of mi- 
grants that do not involve 
the continued use of DOD 
personnel and resources,” 
said Pentagon spokesman 
Air Force Lt. Col. Devin Rob- 
inson. 
As part of the agreement, 
the Pentagon has request- 
ed quarterly updates from 
Homeland Security on how 
it would staff its border mis- 
sion without servicemem- 
bers. It was not immedi- 
ately clear if those updates 
have happened or if bor- 
der officials will be able 
to meet their terms of the 
agreement — particularly 
under the strain of another 
expected migrant surge. 
Homeland Security said it 
was working on it. “U.S. Cus- 
toms and Border Protection 
is investing in technology 
and personnel to reduce 
its need for DOD support 
in coming years, and we 
continue to call on Con- 
gress to support us in this 
task,” the agency said in a 
statement.q 
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President Joe Biden walks along a stretch of the U.S.-Mexico border in El Paso Texas, Jan. 8, 2023. 


Associated Press 


Biden sending 1,500 troops for Mexico border migrant surge 


A migrant talks with a US member of the armed forces at the US- 
Mexico border in Ciudad Juárez, Mexico, Sunday, April 30, 2023. 


(AP Photo/Christian Chávez) 
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By ZEKE MILLER 
AP White House Corre- 
spondent 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Biden administration will 
end most of the last re- 
maining federal COVID-19 
vaccine requirements next 
week when the national 
public health emergency 
for the coronavirus ends, 
the White House said Mon- 
day. 
Vaccine requirements for 
federal workers and fed- 
eral contractors, as well as 
foreign air travelers to the 
U.S., will end May 11. The 
government is also begin- 
ning the process of lifting 
shot requirements for Head 
Start 
educators, 
health- 
care workers, and nonciti- 
zens at U.S. land borders. 
The 
requirements 
are 
among the last vestiges 
of some of the more co- 
ercive measures taken by 
the federal government 
to promote vaccination 
as the deadly virus raged, 
and their end marks the 
latest display of how Presi- 
dent Joe Biden’s admin- 
istration is moving to treat 
COVID-19 as a routine, en- 
demic illness. 
“While I believe that these 
vaccine mandates had 
a tremendous beneficial 
impact, we are now at a 
point where we think that it 
makes a lot of sense to pull 
these requirements down,” 
White 
House 
COVID-19 
coordinator Dr. Ashish Jha 
told The Associated Press 
on Monday. 
Deeply polarizing at the 
time and the subject of 
numerous legal challenges 
many of which were suc- 
cessful the vaccination re- 
quirements were imposed 
by Biden in successive 
waves in late 2022 as the 
nation’s vaccination rate 
plateaued even amid the 
emergence of new, more 
transmissible 
variants 
of 
COVID-19. More than 100 
million people at one time 
were covered by Biden’s 
sweeping 
mandates, 
which he announced on 
Sept. 9, 2021, as the delta 
variant of the virus was sick- 
ening more people than at 
any time up to that point 
in the pandemic. Biden 


Pfizer, left, and Moderna bivalent COVID-19 vaccines are readied for use at a clinic, Nov. 17, 
2022, in Richmond, Va. 


Associated Press 


U.S. to lift most federal COVID-19 vaccine mandates next week 


had ruled out such require- 
ments before taking office 
that January, but came to 
embrace them to change 
the behavior of what he 
viewed to be a stubborn 
slice of the public that re- 
fused to be inoculated, 
saying they jeopardized 
the lives of others and the 
nation’s economic recov- 
ery. “We’ve been patient. 
But our patience is wearing 
thin, and your refusal has 
cost all of us,” Biden said 
at the time. The unvacci- 
nated minority “can cause 
a lot of damage, and they 
are.” Federal courts and 
Congress 
have 
already 
rolled back Biden’s vac- 
cine requirements for large 
employers and military ser- 
vicemembers. 
Mandates remain for many 
employees of the National 
Institutes of Health, Indian 
Health Service and De- 
partment of Veterans Af- 
fairs which implemented 
their own requirements for 
healthcare staff and others 
independent of the White 
House will remain while 
those 
agencies 
review 
their 
own 
requirements, 
the administration said. 
Over 1.13 million people in 
the U.S. have died of CO- 
VID-19 since the pandemic 
began more than three 
years ago, including 1,052 
people in the week ending 
April 26, according to the 
Centers for Disease Control 


and Prevention. That was 
the lowest weekly death 
toll from the virus since 
March 2020. 
“COVID continues to be a 
problem,” Jha said. “But 
our healthcare system or 
public health resources are 
far more able to respond 
to the threat that COVID 
poses to our country and 
do so in a way that does 
not cause problems with 
access to care for Ameri- 
cans.” He added, “Some 
of these emergency pow- 
ers are just not necessary in 
the same way anymore.” 
More than 270 million peo- 
ple in the U.S., or just over 
81% of the population, 
have received at least 
one dose of a COVID-19 
vaccine, according to the 
CDC.q 
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By LISA RATHKE 
Associated Press 
Vermont on Tuesday be- 
came the first state in the 
country to change its medi- 
cally assisted suicide law to 
allow terminally ill people 
from out of state to take 
advantage of it to end their 
lives. 
Republican Gov. Phil Scott 
signed the bill that removes 
the residency requirement 
for the decades-old law. 
Last year in a court settle- 
ment, Oregon agreed to 
stop enforcing the residen- 
cy requirement of its law al- 
lowing terminally ill people 
to receive lethal medica- 
tion. It also agreed to ask 
the Legislature to remove it 
from the law. 
Before Vermont removed 
its residency requirement 
Tuesday, it had reached 
a settlement with a Con- 
necticut woman who has 
terminal cancer to allow 
her to take advantage of 
its law, provided she com- 
plies with other aspects of 
it. “We are grateful to Ver- 
mont lawmakers for recog- 
nizing that a state border 
shouldn’t determine if you 
die peacefully or in ago- 
ny,” said Kim Callinan, pres- 
ident and CEO of Compas- 
sion & Choices, a nonprofit 
advocacy organization, in 
a statement. “Patients rou- 
tinely travel to other states 


to utilize the best health- 
care options. There is no ra- 
tional reason they shouldn’t 
be able to travel to another 
state to access medical 
aid in dying if the state they 
live in doesn’t offer it.” 
Vermont is one of 10 states 
that allow medically assist- 
ed suicide. 
Critics of such laws say with- 
out the residency require- 
ments states risk becom- 
ing assisted suicide tourism 
destinations. 
Mary Hahn Beerworth, ex- 
ecutive director of the Ver- 
mont Right to Life Commit- 


tee, testified before a legis- 
lative committee in March 
that the practice “was, and 
remains, a matter of con- 
tention.” “To be clear, Ver- 
mont Right to Life opposed 
the 
underlying 
concept 
behind 
assisted 
suicide 
and opposes the move to 
remove the residency re- 
quirement as there are still 
no safeguards that protect 
vulnerable patients from 
coercion,” said Beerworth, 
adding she had a number 
of concerns including what 
liability Vermont could in- 
cur if the drugs failed to 


end a patient’s life. Sup- 
porters of Vermont’s medi- 
cally assisted suicide law 
say it has stringent safe- 
guards, including a require- 
ment that those who seek 
to use it be capable of 
making and communicat- 
ing their health care deci- 
sion to a physician. Patients 
are required to make two 
requests orally to the phy- 
sician over a certain time- 
frame and then submit a 
written request that they 
signed in the presence of 
two or more witnesses who 
aren’t interested parties. 


Witnesses must sign and af- 
firm that patients appeared 
to understand the nature 
of the document and were 
free from duress or undue 
influence at the time. 
Lynda 
Bluestein, 
75, 
of 
Bridgeport, 
Connecticut, 
and Diana Barnard, a phy- 
sician 
from 
Middlebury, 
sued Vermont in federal 
court last summer, claiming 
its residency requirement 
violated the Constitution’s 
commerce, equal protec- 
tion, and privileges and im- 
munities clauses. Barnard 
specializes in hospice and 
palliative care and has 
patients from neighboring 
New York state, which, like 
Connecticut, doesn’t allow 
medically assisted suicide. 
Bluestein said Tuesday that 
the change in Vermont 
means that so many other 
people in the Northeast 
can take advantage of the 
state’s law. 
“I’m thinking even more 
importantly that this is go- 
ing to cause other states, 
the other jurisdictions that 
have medical aid in dying, 
to look at their residency 
requirement, too,” she said. 
For Cassandra Johnston, 
38, of Clifton Park, New 
York, the news was “such a 
relief.” She was diagnosed 
with stage 3 breast cancer 
last year and lives a 40-min- 
ute drive from Vermont.q 


The Vermont State House stands on Feb. 14, 2023, in Montpelier, Vt. 
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Vermont allows out-of-staters to use assisted suicide law 


By LOLITA C. BALDOR 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 


Defense Department and 
the Federal Aviation Ad- 
ministration 
have 
been 


tracking a balloon that 
was flying off the coast of 
Hawaii last week, but a 
defense official said Tues- 
day there’s no indication 
it is connected to China or 
any other adversary, and it 
presents no threats to avia- 
tion or national security. 
The balloon was first de- 
tected by radar on Friday 
and “Pacific Air Forces 
launched three F-22s to as- 
sess the situation and visu- 
ally identified a spherical 
object,” U.S. Indo-Pacific 
Command said. “We moni- 
tored the transit of the ob- 
ject and assessed that it 
posed no threat.” 
The defense official said 


the balloon was floating at 
about 36,000 feet (11,000 
meters), and it did not fly 
over any critical defense 
infrastructure or sensitive 
sites. After determining that 
the balloon presented no 
threat to people on the 
ground or to aviation over 
Hawaii, the military took no 
action to bring it down, said 
the official, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity to 
discuss military operations. 
It’s not clear who owns the 
balloon, which has now 
passed out of Hawaii’s air- 
space, the official said. 
The latest balloon sighting 
comes about three months 
after the U.S. military shot 


down what officials said 
was a Chinese spy balloon 
that crossed Alaska and 
part of Canada before re- 
turning to the U.S. and trig- 
gering widespread interest 
as it flew across the coun- 
try. 
It was shot down over the 
Atlantic off the South Caro- 
lina coast on Feb. 4. Large 
portions of the balloon 
were recovered by the U.S. 
military. 
U.S. officials said it was 
equipped to detect and 
collect intelligence signals 
as part of a huge, military- 
linked aerial surveillance 
program 
that 
targeted 
more than 40 countries. q 


A fighter jet flies past the remnants of a large balloon after it 
was shot down above the Atlantic Ocean, just off the coast of 
South Carolina near Myrtle Beach, Feb. 4, 2023. 


Associated Press 


The balloon that flew over Hawaii? U.S. says it’s not China’s 
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By MIKE CORDER and LIND- 
SAY WHITEHURST 
Associated Press 
THE HAGUE, Netherlands 
(AP) — Authorities in the 
U.S. and Europe arrested 
nearly 300 people, confis- 
cated over $53 million, and 
seized a dark web market- 
place as part of an interna- 
tional crack down on drug 
trafficking that officials say 
was the largest operation 
of its kind. 
The worldwide operation 
targeting the “Monopoly 
Market” is the latest major 
takedown of sales plat- 
forms for drugs and other il- 
licit goods on the so-called 
dark web, a part of the 
internet hosted within an 
encrypted 
network 
and 
accessible 
only 
through 
specialized anonymity-pro- 
viding tools. 
The largest number of ar- 
rests were made in the U.S., 
which is in the grips of an 
overdose crisis. Synthetic 
opioids, 
mostly 
fentanyl, 
kill more Americans every 
year than died in the Viet- 
nam, Iraq and Afghanistan 
wars combined. 
“Our message to criminals 
on the dark web is this: You 
can try to hide in the fur- 
thest reaches of the inter- 
net, but the Justice Depart- 
ment will find you and hold 


you accountable for your 
crimes,” said U.S. Attorney 
General Merrick Garland. 
The number of arrests and 
money seized was the high- 
est for any international 
Justice 
Department-led 
drug trafficking operation, 
he said. 
One defendant in Cali- 
fornia led an organiza- 
tion that bought fentanyl 
in bulk, pressed it into pills 
with 
methamphetamine 
and sold millions of pills to 


thousands of people on the 
dark web, he said. 
Investigators also got leads 
from local police investi- 
gating overdose deaths, in- 
cluding a 19-year-old man 
in Colorado who loved 
learning languages and 
building his own comput- 
ers, said FBI Deputy Director 
Paul Abbate. 
“But some of the packages 
his family thought were full 
of computer parts actu- 
ally contain drugs he had 


purchased off the dark 
net,” he said. “Because of 
those drugs, that promising 
young man sadly died of 
an overdose last year.” 
For the first time, FBI agents 
from all the bureau’s field 
offices also visited buyers 
to tell them about the over- 
dose danger of pills sold 
online, which are often dis- 
guised to look like prescrip- 
tion drugs. 
The largest number of ar- 
rests 153 were made in the 


United States, followed by 
the United Kingdom with 55 
and Germany with 52, ac- 
cording to the European 
Union 
law 
enforcement 
agency Europol, which co- 
ordinated the worldwide 
operation. 
“Our coalition of law en- 
forcement 
authorities 
across 
three 
continents 
proves that we all do bet- 
ter when we work togeth- 
er,” Europol’s executive di- 
rector, Catherine De Bolle, 
said in a statement. “This 
operation sends a strong 
message to criminals on 
the dark web: International 
law enforcement has the 
means and the ability to 
identify and hold you ac- 
countable for your illegal 
activities, even on the dark 
web.” 
It seized 50.8 million euros 
($53.4 million) in cash and 
virtual currencies, 850 ki- 
lograms of drugs, and 117 
firearms were seized in a se- 
ries of raids in several coun- 
tries. 
In the Netherlands, where 
authorities 
arrested 
10 
suspects, police said the 
operation was made up 
of “separate but comple- 
mentary actions that took 
place in nine countries over 
the past 18 months.”q 


CANBERRA, Australia (AP) 
— Australia’s tobacco tax 
will be increased by billions 
of dollars over the next four 
years as the government 
cracks down on smoking 
and vaping. 
Recreational vaping will be 
banned as the government 
seeks to prevent the next 
generation from becom- 
ing addicted to nicotine, 
Health Minister Mark Butler 
said Tuesday. 
The tobacco tax would be 
raised by 5% a year starting 
from September, Butler said 
a total increase of 3.3 bil- 
lion Australian dollars ($2.2 
billion) over four years. This 
follows an AU$234-million 
($157-million) 
boost 
for 
tougher regulation of e- 
cigarettes, including new 


controls on their importa- 
tion and packaging. 
“Vapes contain more than 
200 chemicals that do not 
belong in the lungs. Some 


of the same chemicals you 
will find in nail polish remov- 
er and weed killer,” Butler 
said. 
The government will work 


with the states and territo- 
ries to shut down the sale of 
vapes in retail and conve- 
nience stores and make it 
easier to get a prescription 
for therapeutic use. 
To tackle the growing black 
market, the government 
will increase the product 
standards for vapes, in- 
cluding by restricting flavors 
and colors. It will require 
pharmaceutical-like pack- 
aging, a reduction in the 
maximum allowed nicotine 
concentrations 
and 
vol- 
umes and a ban on single- 
use vapes. 
“This is a product targeted 
at our kids,” Butler said. 
“Vaping has become the 
No. 1 behavioral issue in 
high schools, and it’s be- 
coming 
widespread 
in 


primary schools. This must 
end.” 
Butler said the hard-won 
gains in public health re- 
lating to the reduction in 
smoking could be undone 
by the “new threat.” 
Steve 
Robson, 
president 
of the Australian Medical 
Association, the nation’s 
leading 
doctors 
group, 
backed the move. 
“We know the new young 
generation of Australians 
are 
being 
hooked 
on 
vapes and this is a great ini- 
tiative,” he said. 
Alcohol and Drug Foun- 
dation CEO Erin Lalor said 
most people vaping in Aus- 
tralia were using unregulat- 
ed products, with no idea 
what was in them.q 


This Wednesday, Oct. 10, 2018, file photo shows the sun bouncing off the Europol headquarters in 
The Hague, Netherlands. 
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300 nabbed in global crackdown on dark web drug marketplace 


A person poses for a photograph as they vape in Melbourne, 
March 23, 2023. A person poses for a photograph as they vape 
in Melbourne, March 23, 2023. 


Associated Press 


Australian government cracks down on smoking and vaping 
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Associated Press 
LA PAZ, Bolivia (AP) — Bo- 
livia’s Jesuit congregation 
apologized Tuesday and 


announced an investiga- 
tion into a late Spanish priest 
who allegedly abused sev- 
eral minors in Bolivia dating 


back to the 1980s. 
“We apologize for the pain 
this has caused,” said the 
Rev. Bernardo Mercado, 
head of the Catholic re- 
ligious order known as La 
Compañía de Jesús. He 
said the congregation has 
launched a probe that 
seeks to bring justice for the 
victims and called the situ- 
ation an “embarrassment.” 
The case of Jesuit priest 
Alfonso Pedrajas Moreno 
came to light over the 
weekend in a report by the 
Spanish newspaper El País. 
It published excerpts of the 
priest’s dairy, where he al- 
legedly admitted to having 
abused at least 85 children 
while he was a teacher in 
Bolivia until 2009 when he 


died. 
Bolivian officials have not 
released the number of 
victims nor the dates in 
which the alleged abuse 
took place. But earlier this 
week Bolivia’s top prosecu- 
tor Wilfredo Chávez said on 
Twitter that he would seek 
information from the Span- 
ish consulate on the case, 
so it can be investigated in 
Bolivia. 
The congregation is inves- 
tigating two cases, one 
which concluded in April 
and determined the “ve- 
racity” of that allegation, 
and a second one which is 
ongoing. 
Audalia Zurita, a lawyer for 
the Jesuit congregation, 
said Tuesday at a press 


conference that they have 
asked El País for a copy of 
Pedrajas Moreno’s dairy, 
and that all information 
gathered in their probe will 
be shared with the Attor- 
ney General’s Office. 
This is not the first complaint 
against priests for abusing 
minors in Bolivia, but few 
cases have been thor- 
oughly investigated and 
brought to justice. 
In 2015, a rural priest was 
sentenced to 15 years in 
prison for the abuse of 12 
minors. 
A short time later he com- 
mitted suicide in jail. In 2009 
a priest was sentenced to 
22 years in prison for similar 
crimes.q 


By DAVID RISING 
Associated Press 
KYIV, Ukraine (AP) — Rus- 
sia’s 
defense 
chief 
on 
Tuesday 
urged 
a 
state 
company to double its mis- 
sile output, as a possible 
Ukrainian counteroffensive 
looms and both sides in the 
14-month war reportedly 
experience an ammunition 
crunch. 
Russian Defense Minister 
Sergei Shoigu, speaking at 
a meeting with top military 
brass, said the state-owned 
Tactical Missiles Corpora- 
tion had been fulfilling its 
contracts in a timely man- 
ner. But, Shoigu added, 
“right now it is necessary to 
double the production of 
high-precision weapons in 
the shortest possible time.” 
Analysts have been trying 
to figure out whether Rus- 
sia is running low on high- 
precision ammunition, as 
its missile barrages against 
Ukraine have become less 
frequent and smaller in 
scale. 
The U.K. Defense Ministry 
noted in a Tuesday assess- 
ment that “logistics prob- 
lems remain at the heart 
of Russia’s struggling cam- 
paign in Ukraine.” 
“Russia 
does 
not 
have 
enough 
munitions 
to 
achieve success on the of- 
fensive,” it said. 
Kremlin spokesman Dmi- 
try Peskov on Tuesday de- 


scribed Washington’s latest 
estimate of Russia’s losses 
in Ukraine as “spun out of 
thin air.” The White House 
said Monday it now esti- 
mated that Russia had suf- 
fered 100,000 casualties just 
since December, including 
more than 20,000 killed, as 
Ukraine rebuffed a heavy 
assault by Russian forces in 
eastern Ukraine. 
White House National Se- 
curity Council spokesman 
John Kirby said the U.S. es- 
timate was based on newly 
declassified American intel- 
ligence. He did not explain 


how the intelligence com- 
munity derived the num- 
ber. “Washington doesn’t 
have the opportunity to 
give 
any 
correct 
num- 
bers. They don’t have such 
data,” Peskov said. 
Later Tuesday, the Ukrai- 
nian military reported that 
Russian forces launched 30 
airstrikes, three missile strikes 
and eight attacks from mul- 
tiple rocket launchers, re- 
sulting in casualties among 
the civilian population and 
damage to civilian infra- 
structure.The General Staff 
of Ukraine’s armed forces 


said Russia was continuing 
to concentrate its efforts 
on offensive operations in 
Ukraine’s 
industrial 
east, 
focusing attacks around 
Lyman, Bakhmut, Avdiivka 
and Marinka in the coun- 
try’s Donetsk province. 
The prosecutor’s office in 
Ukraine’s southern Kherson 
province reported that Rus- 
sian shelling in the regional 
capital, also called Kher- 
son, and several villages 
killed three people and 
wounded five. 
Ukrainian 
forces, 
mean- 
while, say they are ready- 


ing their own counterof- 
fensive and stockpiling 
ammunition to sustain it 
along potentially long sup- 
ply lines. 
Ukrainian Defense Minister 
Oleksiy Reznikov said Mon- 
day that the “key things” for 
the assault’s success were 
“the availability of weap- 
ons, 
prepared, 
trained 
people, 
our 
defenders 
and defenders who know 
their plan at their level, as 
well as providing this offen- 
sive with all the necessary 
things shells, ammunition, 
fuel, protection, etc.” 
“As of today, we are enter- 
ing the home stretch, when 
we can say: ‘Yes, every- 
thing is ready,’” Reznikov 
said in televised comments. 
In Russia’s Bryansk region, 
which 
borders 
northern 
Ukraine, an “unidentified 
explosive device” derailed 
a freight train, Gov. Alexan- 
der Bogomaz said Tuesday 
evening. 
Russian Railways confirmed 
that “illegal interference” 
caused 20 cars of the 
freight train to derail. No 
casualties were reported. 
An explosive device also 
derailed a freight train in 
Bryansk on Monday. There 
were no immediate indi- 
cations who set off the ex- 
plosives, but Bryansk has 
received sporadic cross- 
border shelling during the 
war. q 


A Ukrainian army sniper looks on near Bakhmut, Donetsk region, Ukraine, Tuesday, May 2, 2023. 


Associated Press 


Russian defense chief wants wartime missile output doubled 


A woman, framed by a doorway of the Merced Catholic 
Church, walks past in La Paz, Bolivia, Tuesday, May 2, 2023. 


Associated Press 


Bolivian Jesuits apologize for alleged abuse by late priest 
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Minister Ursell Arends implements Aruparking again starting May 
2nd, 2023 


As the minister of Transport, Mr. Ursell Arends, has already indicated in an 
earlier press conference, Aruparking will be implemented once again 
starting from May 2nd of this year. This time, however, there will be a 
slight change in the parking system in the down town Oranjestad area, 
especially in the city center. 


During the press conference, which took play back in April, Minister Ar- 
ends confirmed that Aruparking would be reintroduced in the month of 
May: “the goal is to reinstate Aruparking this coming May. There is still 
some final details that need to be finalized, but we are very close to 
reactivating Aruparking in the down town area,” he stated at that time. 


Besides that, he added that there will be more parking spaces in the 
city center and at the same time, he announced that all yellow parking 
spaces—which usually was meant for private parking—will now be open 
to the public: “That would also bring a huge relief to our community,” he 
remarked. 


On the official Facebook page of Aruparking, a video was posted in 
which the institution had indicated that starting May 2nd, Aruparking will 
indeed be reactivated. The concept, according to the video, includes 
paying two Aruban florins to park everywhere that is marked. This small 
sum can be paid cash at the parking meters or online through pay.aw. 


In terms of the parking meters of Aruparking, our reported had previously 
asked the minister back in March about the meters that are currently out 
of order. At that time, the minister replied: “Aruparking is currently in the 
process of making these parking meters operational again.” 


Our reporter also asked him if there will be new meters placed in parking 
zones or if the old once will all be fixed. To this, the minister replied: “There 
will be functioning meters in all parking zones, whether it be new ones or 
the ones that are already there,” he explained. 
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For the 20th straight year at Playa Linda Beach Resort 
Seeds for healthy lifestyles are planted during Green Week 


PALM BEACH – Goals of a 
healthy future for the Pla- 
ya Linda Beach Resort as 
well as its employees once 
again received emphasis 
during Green Week. For the 
20th consecutive year, the 
resort recently organized 
an annual, week-long pro- 
gram of activities and lec- 
tures intended to involve 
employees and educate 
on best practices for real 
life improvements. 


Participation 
was 
high 
among all resort depart- 
ments, 
and 
everyone 
proved motivated to make 
use of teambuilding ac- 
tivities. Organized lectures 
offered valuable informa- 
tion provided by varied 
speakers including Dr. John 
Croes who spoke on gen- 
eral health and how to 
take control of one’s own 
wellbeing, speakers from 
EndTime, a representative 


from Kok Optica who em- 
phasized the importance 
of taking care of one’s vi- 
sion and also, trailblazer 
Lily Prins, from Wilhelmina 
Kankerfonds (WKF), who 
spoke about cancer pre- 
vention, in particular of 
breast cancer and pros- 
tate cancer. Lilly Prins, a pi- 
oneer in raising awareness 
and of dispelling taboos, 
continues to promote the 
importance of being pro- 
active by scheduling regu- 


lar check-ups and acting 
before symptoms appear. 


Many 
of 
the 
speakers 
spoke to specific Aruba cir- 
cumstances, such as in tak- 
ing advantage of the good 
weather and access to the 
sea in seeking to exercise 
as well as using measures 
that protect eyes and skin 
from the powerful sun, but 
also of the universals in find- 
ing balance between work 
life and home life. 


Spearheading efforts and 
organizing another infor- 
mative 
Green 
Week 
is 
the Resort’s Green Team, 
headed by Housekeeping 
Assistant Manager Nigaima 
‘Nigy’ Ascencion. “Green 
Week was a total success, 
well attended and with a 
lot of questions asked by 
employees,” she remarks. 
“We always choose topical 
subjects which are relevant 
to our community.” 


Playa Linda has a long his- 
tory with seeking better 
ways to create healthier 
environments for its guests 
as well as its employees. 
The resort early on sought 
environmental certification 
and was the first hotel in 
Palm Beach to implement 
ISO-14001, and continues 
to meet ongoing, environ- 
mental management stan- 
dards. Green Week pro- 
vides another opportunity 
for the resort in promoting a 
healthy work environment 
as well as in fostering a sup- 
portive 
network 
among 
employees. 


Nigy spoke again at this 
year’s Green Week presen- 


tations and emphasized the 
central goal behind team 
efforts as seeking a holistic 
approach that goes be- 
yond clean-ups and recy- 
cling efforts, and show how 
interrelated we are to each 
other as well as our environ- 
ment. “We have the power 
to create a more healthy, 
sustainable 
environment 
for ourselves for long term 
goals. The investment in 
green efforts and healthy 
attitudes come back to us 
ten fold,” she concludes. 
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Aruba Tourism Authority honored loyal visitors at Manchebo Beach 
Resort & Spa 


The Aruba Tourism Author- 
ity recently had the great 
pleasure to recognize Dis- 
tinguished 
Visitors 
and 
Goodwill Ambassadors of 
Aruba. These visitors were 
respectively honored with 
certificates 
acknowledg- 
ing their years of visits, loy- 
alty, and love to the island 
of Aruba. 


The honor certification is 
presented on behalf of the 
Minister of Tourism as a to- 
ken of appreciation and 
to say “Masha Danki” to 
guests whom have visited 
Aruba 10, 20, or 35 years or 
more consecutively. 


The three honoring levels 
are as follows: 
Distinguished 
Visitor 
(10>years 
consecutively 
visiting Aruba) 
Goodwill 
Ambassador 
(20>years 
consecutively 
visiting Aruba) 
Emerald 
Ambassador 
(35>years 
consecutively 
visiting Aruba) 


The honorees were: 
Distinguished Visitors of Aru- 
ba 
Mr. Michael & Mrs. Kather- 
ine Webb from North Caro- 
lina, United States. 


Goodwill Ambassadors of 
Aruba 
Mr. Herb & Mrs. Sue Mont- 
gomery from Massachu- 
setts, United States. 


Ms. Kimberley Richardson 
representing 
the 
Aruba 
Tourism 
Authority, 
and 
staff members of the Man- 


chebo Beach Resort & Spa 
bestowed the certifications 
to the honorees, presented 
them with memorable gifts, 
and also thanked them for 
choosing Aruba as their 
best-loved vacation desti- 
nation and as their home- 
away-from-home. 


On behalf of the Aruba 
Tourism 
Authority, 
we 
would like to express our 
sincere gratitude and ap- 
preciation to both Mr. & 
Mrs. Webb and Mr. & Mrs. 
Montgomery for their con- 
tinued visits to the “One 
Happy Island”. We are 
thankful to have such won- 
derful visitors after all these 
years! 


Top reasons for returning 
to Aruba provided by the 
Webb’s were: 
Aruba’s exceptional Beau- 
ty 
Aruba’s friendly, kind, & 
happy people 
Sun, Sand, & Sea 
Easy of moving around the 
island 
Safety & Cleanliness of the 
island 


Top reasons for returning 
to Aruba provided by the 
Montgomery’s were: 
Aruba’s nice sandy beach- 
es 
Aruba’s warm consistent 
weather all year round 
Aruba’s variety of foods 
The wonderful, attentive, 
and friendly staff members 
at the resort 
The variety of activities 
at the resort – Pega Pega 
Beach Bar 
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Staged Giant Boulders 
Episode CCIV– 204 


Stay in touch with the rev- 
elations of “Island-Insights” 
about the ethnic heritage 
of the island, which in each 
weekly episode defends 
the real identity of our be- 
loved rock called Aruba. 


The values of the destina- 
tion, native heritage, and 
cultural authenticity are 
present in this cultural blog 
as a way to safeguard 
more reasons to fall in love 
with Aruba. 


“Island-Insight” shares 
awareness, educates, and 
safeguards native heritage 
by encouraging the reader 
to experience an islander’s 
state of mind. 


Education breaks down 
the barriers to greater 
human understanding, em- 
pathy, and empowerment. 


So today we want to keep 
you informed about one 
of the wonderful parts of 
Aruba’s landscape, “the 
batholith boulders.” 


The term “batholith” 
comes from the Greek 
bathos, meaning depth, 
and lithos, meaning rock. 
Batholiths, simply put, are 
the result of molten materi- 
al rising towards the earth’s 
surface. This material hard- 
ens into granite, and some 
of this rock finds its way 
to the surface. The area 


where they are located is 
not considered a distinct 
area unless it covers 40 
square miles. 
Aruba has three basic 
geological formations: a 
limestone part, an undulat- 
ing part, and the central 
mountainous part, where 
the highest elevations of 
the island are found, in- 
cluding the highest, known 
as Yamanota 189 m, and 
the other hills, such as 
Arikok 184 m. 


The limestone part em- 
braces two other zones 
of the island forming the 
coastline: some small 
ancient islands as coral 
plateaus and canyons of 
dry rivers. 


Some formations that will 
sorely capture your atten- 
tion will be the rock forma- 


tions made out of staked 
boulders recurring through- 
out the island’s landscape, 
especially when you tour 
through the Santa Cruz 
district. 


It is a rocky unit landscape 
named, in geological 
terms, the Aruba Lava For- 
mation. It is a slightly “un- 
dulating” landscape with 
large boulders that played 
a very important role in the 
lives of our prehistoric and 
agro-ceramic ancestral 
inhabitants. 


The physical characteristics 
of these large boulders 
allowed our ancestors to 
use them as shelters and 
religious centers, using 
the smaller rocks as natu- 
ral water containers and 
Metate’s to grind all types 
of cereals and materials for 
daily use. 


The hardness and homo- 
geneous structure of the 
rock made it the best 
raw material available for 
these artifacts. 


Aruba’s Indigenous Cultur- 
al Heritage is meticulously 
researched, documented, 
presented, and preserved 
by Etnia Nativa and associ- 
ates. 


An exclusive collection is 
part of its private museum 
on permanent display. 
Many of the objects and 
items in the collection 
come from salvage ac- 
tivities and cover an era 
beginning approximately 
4,500 years ago and end- 
ing in 1880. 
Are you intrigued by the 
origins and cultural heri- 
tage of Aruba? 


Do something completely 
off the tourist grid by visit- 
ing a very special private 
museum where you will 


be moved by the island’s 
authentic heritage and 
experience exhibits of 
archaeological artifacts, 
works of art, archaic and 
lithic artifacts, prehistoric 
tools, unique artifacts, and 
colonial furniture. 


Etnia Nativa, since 1994, 
has been a great trendset- 
ter. 


A living embodiment of 
blended cultures, and 
home to our “Island-In- 
sight’s” acclaimed colum- 
nist and native artist, who 
feels a passion. 


He provides visitors an 
authentic glimpse of 
Aruba inside his exclusive 
museum that recreates 
and introduces you to an 


authentic glimpse into the 
island’s cultural legacy. 


The colonial family heri- 
tage of our columnist, an 
islander “Piache”, dates 
back to 1640, when the 
Dutch occupation began. 


Meet him and enjoy a 
genuine native encounter, 
given that Etnia Nativa 
comes to mind when an 
authentic destination ex- 
perience is requested. 


Appointment is required + 
297 592 2702 or etniana- 
tiva03@gmail.com 
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Aymar Torres, a happy musician “because I do what I love” 


ORANJESTAD – He is an Aruban musician living 
in the Netherlands, and when he gets on stage, 
he shows the Latin blood inside him, delighting 
the audience with catchy songs from different 
countries like Brazil, Colombia, Venezuela and 
the Caribbean. 


In an interview with our reporter, Aymar says 
that he chose Latin rhythms because in the 
Netherlands there are not many artists perform- 
ing the music from the old days, like Bolero or 
Trio Los Panchos. For this reason he decided to 
do this, since he sings in different languages like 
Spanish, Portuguese, French and Italian. “This 
way people get more of the feeling that they 
are in the past and in their country as well,” he 
says. 


In one word, he describes himself as “happy, 
because I do what I love. I let people live their 
lives and I don’t live with envy.” 


He has been living in the Netherlands for 16 
years already, and he dedicates his time to his 
six-month old baby, his partner who will soon 
become his wife, his music lessons three times a 
week, and his shows. 


Manuel is their first child. He says that together 
with his partner they are learning a lot from him. 
Torres himself is “attending father school”, and 
every day he makes sure to dedicate a lot of 
time to his child and playing music for him, since 
the first years are very important for a child’s de- 
velopment. 


Torres mentions that since he was very young 
he decided to sing. He was a fan of Shakira and 
liked watching television, there was a show on 
a Venezuelan TV channel called “Club de los Ti- 
gritos”, which was very famous among children 
and teenagers in the 90s for the series of Salse- 
rin. “I grew up with all those artists and I wanted 
to become a singer like them. Then I learned 
singing when I was 16, and took it more seriously 
and continued improving myself.” 


Regarding the difference between performing 
in the Netherlands or Aruba, Torres explains that 
there is no differnce, since “I am always myself 
as an artist. It doesn’t matter what country you 
go, you stay yourself and with the show you cre- 
ated, if you change something it’s going to feel 
weird. What I do change is my repertoire [when 
I’m in Aruba], because I know that many in Aru- 
ba do know the songs. Like when I play Juan 
Luis Guerra, there are other artists who also play 
Juan Luis Guerra, so I try playing a different song 
than what you already hear in Aruba.” 


But the audience in Aruba is different, more dif- 
ficult compared to the Dutch, because they 
know the music already. “If I play songs other 
than what they are used to, they enjoy, but in 
the Netherlands I can play more music that is 
played here,” he says. 


Aruba has a lot of talent in the cultural, creative 
and artistic industry, but sometimes do not re- 
ceive enough support from our own commu- 
nity. Aymar commented: “People need to take 
musicians and artists in general seriously. Some 
of them are not doing this job as a hobby but 
they live from it. Also the government can help 
see the musicians and artists more like a real 
worker, a public servant, because they are also 
important for our tourism. It would be good if 
we mix the artists with tourism so that the tourists 
have more to enjoy.” 


Aymar also points out that some people ques- 
tion the work of a musician. “There are still peo- 
ple with the belief that music is a hobby, but if 


you give people a chance to see it more like a 
job, more people in Aruba will improve in music, 
there will be better musicians that can perform 
abroad and living in Aruba. This is true for all 
artists, like painters, artisans, fashion designers, 
among others.” 


Aymar also says that he is a fan of many art- 
ists, local and international, and here he an- 
nounced that he wants to collaborate with 
beloved Aruban singer, Edjean Semeleer. He 
is planning and is busy with something to sing 
with him. “But since I had my son, I took a pause 
from writing and composing songs. This year I 
will start again with my own songs.” 


Finalizing, he leaves as a message for people 
to support the youth in music and art of any 
category. “Push those who do want to go into 
music, help them and stop seeing music as just 
a hobby,” he says. 


For more information, you can find Aymar on 
social media as “Aymar Music.” 


Images are courtesy of Aymar himself. 
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Credit card rewards help 
our family save money on 
groceries, gas and other 
necessities. We also use 
rewards for airline tickets, 
hotel rooms and airport 
lounge access. 
We’re in good company. 
Most Americans have at 
least one rewards card, 
and nearly half of rewards 
cardholders are using their 
perks to help offset rising 
inflation, according to a 
2022 Wells Fargo survey. 
But a recent review of our 
cards revealed that some 
are no longer worth their 
annual fees or have been 
eclipsed by better offer- 
ings. 
Credit card fees, reward 
rates and benefits change 
all the time. 
So do the ways we spend 
our money, which means 
a card that used to be a 
good fit may no longer 
work as well. Given all that, 
it’s not surprising that few- 
er than one-third of credit 
card users feel that they’re 
making the most of their 
rewards cards, according 
to J.D. Power’s 2022 U.S. 
Credit Card Satisfaction 
Study. An annual review of 
our credit cards helps en- 
sure we’re getting properly 
rewarded. 
CREATE A REWARDS TRACK- 
ER 
First, a few caveats. Re- 
wards credit cards make 
sense for our family be- 
cause we pay balances 
in full every month. If we 
didn’t, the cost of interest 
would more than offset the 
value of any rewards. Also, 
you don’t need to be as 
obsessed with rewards as 
we are to benefit. A simple 
cash-back rewards card 
can save you money with- 


This Nov. 18, 2009, file photo, shows credit and bank cards with 
electronic chips in Gelsenkirchen, Germany. 


Associated Press 


Liz Weston: Audit your credit cards for 
greater savings 


out a lot of hassle. 
Once we had a few cards, 
though, I found it helpful to 
start using a spreadsheet to 
keep track of each card’s 
annual fee, renewal date, 
“earn rate” (such as 6% 
cash back on groceries, or 
3 points per dollar spent on 
flights) and other relevant 
benefits. 
Every year or so, I update 
this spreadsheet with the 
value of rewards we’ve 
earned and redeemed as 
well as current information 
about annual fees and 
benefits. If I’ve used points 
to book a flight or cashed 
in a free hotel night cer- 
tificate, for example, I’ll in- 
clude the value of the trav- 
el. With cash back cards, 
I type in the dollar value 
redeemed during the year. 
Some cards provide a 
helpful year-end summary; 
otherwise, I can check re- 
wards activity month by 
month by logging into the 
account online. 
INVESTIGATE CARD BEN- 
EFITS 
Investigating all of a card’s 


perks may require logging 
into your account with a 
web browser rather than 
a mobile app, since ac- 
count information is of- 
ten more detailed using a 
browser. There’s typically 
a tab or link that leads you 
to a rewards dashboard 
that summarizes your earn 
rate and highlights any ad- 
ditional benefits, such as 
complimentary food deliv- 
ery subscriptions or credits 
that cover airline fees or 
offset the cost of streaming 
service s. I add the dollar 
totals for benefits I’ve used 
to the spreadsheet and 
make a note on my calen- 
dar to use up any remain- 
ing credits before the perk 
resets. (Many credits must 
be used within a calendar 
year, but some reset on the 
card’s anniversary date.) 
I also note other benefits 
that don’t necessarily have 
a price tag but still have 
significant value, such as 
travel insurance, elite sta- 
tus perks at a hotel chain 
or airline, or extended war- 
ranties on purchases. q 
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San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Women in Difficulties 
OTHER 
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
Kibrahacha: Tel. 583 4908 
San Nicolas: Tel. 584 5712 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


HEALTH 


Renaissance ocean suites 
Private islands 
1 BR week 29 and 30 room # 
2508 
Garden view 
1 BR WK 31 room 2336 
Harbor/ ocean view 
Price : $ 10 K all 3 weeks 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Renaissance ocean suites 
Private islands 
1 BR WK # 34 ,35,36 
Room # 2518 
Harbor / ocean view 
Price : $ 10 K all 3 weeks 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
www.halleytimetravelaruba. 
online 


Marriott surf club 
Palm beach 
Platinum season 
2 BR Ocean side $ 19 K 
2 BR Ocean view $ 18 K 
2 BR Garden view $ 17 K 
Gold season 
2 BR Ocean Front $ 18 K 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Marriott Ocean Club 
Palm beach 
Platinum season 
1 BR Ocean View $ 13 K 
Gold season 
1 BR Ocean View 
Price : $ 6,5K 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Ambassador suites 
eagle beach 
1 BR WK # 16 room # 1132 
$4 K 
1 BR WK # 16 room # 1432 
$4,5 K 
1 BR WK # 16 /17room # 1227 
$3,6 K each 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Ambassador suites 
eagle beach 
1 BR WK # 17 room1232 $ 3,6 K 
1 BR WK # 17 room1226 $ 3,6 K 


1 BR WK # 17/18 room1326 $ 4,5 


K each 


1 BR WK # 17 room # 1327 $ 4,5 K 
1 BR WK # 17 room1431 $ 4,5 K 
1 BR WK # 17 room 1434 $ 4,5 K 
1 BR WK # 17 room1328 $ 4,5 K 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Ambassador suites 
eagle beach 
1 BR WK # 18 room1330 $ 4500 
1 BR WK # 18 room1335 $ 4500 
1 BR WK # 18 room1333 $ 4500 
1 BR WK # 18 room1427 $ 4500 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Ambassador suites 


eagle beach 


1 BR WK # 19 room # 1230 $3,6 K 


1 BR WK # 19 room # 1234 $3,6 K 


1 BR WK # 19 room # 1329 $4,5 K 


1 BR WK # 19 room # 1426 $4,5 K 


1 BR WK # 19 room # 1428 $4,5 K 


1 BR WK # 19 room # 1432 $4,5 K 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Ambassador suites 
eagle beach 


1 BR WK # 20 room # 1128 $4 K 


1 BR WK # 20 room # 1134 $4 K 


1 BR WK # 20 room # 1433 $4 K 


1 BR WK # 20 room # 1335 $4,5K 


1 BR WK # 20 room # 1428 $4,5K 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
Johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Casa Del Mar 
eagle beach 


2 BR WK # 18/19 room # 1217 $ 7 


K each 


2 BR WK # 18 room # 1511 $ 7,5 K 


2 BR WK # 18 room # 1209 $ 5 K 


2 BR WK # 18 room # 1219 $ 8 K 


2 BR WK # 18 room # 1317 $ 8 K 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Casa Del Mar 
eagle beach 


2 BR WK # 19 room # 1205 $ 7 K 


2 BR WK # 19 room # 1217 $ 7 K 


2 BR WK # 19 room # 1117 $ 7,5 K 


2 BR WK # 19 room # 1109$6,6 K 


2 BR WK # 19 room # 1201 $8,1 K 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Casa Del Mar 
eagle beach 


2 BR WK # 19 room # 1202 $ 8,1 K 


2 BR WK # 19 room # 1302 $ 8,8 K 


2 BR WK # 20 room # 1220 $ 6 K 


2 BR WK # 20 room # 1205$ 7 K 


2 BR WK # 20 room #1303 $8,8 K 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


HTTA 
Time - share resale and Condo 
are you interested in sell your 
timeshare 
Or condo in aruba 
Call the experts 37 years of do- 
ing honest 
Business on the islands 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
www.halleytimetravelaruba.com 


Property land 
Palm Beach 771 m2 (8298,875 
sq feet) 
Prime location near a condo 
project 
5 min walk to palm beach 
Price : $ 252 ,800 american 
dollar 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Property land 
Washington noord 9440 m2 
(101611,314 sq feet) 
Great for project 
Price: $ 1,9 Million american 
dollar 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
Johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
www.halleytimetravelaruba.com 


Property land 
shaba Matadera noord 
In a complex Commercial 
( Motel, Restaurant , Laundry, 
Mini Market) 
3500m2 (37673,686 sq feet) 
Price $ 700 K american dollar 
Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Condo 
Pearl eagle Beach 
2 BR , 2 bath $ 450 K 
Le Vent 
2 BR , 2 bath $ 1,2 Million 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 
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‘By MARK KENNEDY 
AP Entertainment Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Liev Sch- 
reiber was visiting conflict- 
ravaged Ukraine when he 
got a script about real-life 
events some 80 years ago 
that felt strangely timely. 
It was a story set during the 
1942 occupation of the 
Netherlands by the Nazis 
and the way some Dutch 
risked their lives to save 
Jews from the Holocaust. 
Celebrated diarist Anne 
Frank is in it, but she’s al- 
most peripheral. Instead, 
National 
Geographic’s 
“A Small Light” focuses on 
a young, newly married 
woman who helped hide 
Frank and who provided 
food and other necessi- 
ties at great risk. The series 
streams on Disney+ on May 
1 and on Hulu the following 
day. 
“The central storyline being 
about this young woman 
coming of age and deal- 
ing with her marriage gives 
you this incredibly intimate 
perspective on what it’s 
like to have one’s life in- 
terrupted by an invasion,” 
Schreiber said. “It felt so 
resonant to me.” 
“A Small Light” stars Bel 
Powley as Miep Gies, a re- 


NEW YORK (AP) — The next 
novel from Pulitzer Prize 
winner Michael Cunning- 
ham, his first in a decade, 
is a family saga set in New 
York City before and dur- 
ing the COVID-19 pan- 
demic. 
Random 
House 
an- 
nounced 
Monday 
that 
“Day” will be published in 
January. The novel takes 
place on three separate 
days in April, one each in 
the years 2019-2021. 
“I’ve definitely had mo- 
ments over the last 10 
years when I thought, well, 
if the world is in this kind of 
shape, who needs a nov- 
el?” Cunningham said in a 
statement. “But maybe it’s 
during hard times that the 


world needs novels more 
than ever.” 
The author calls the new 
book “a story about peo- 
ple dealing with something 
terrible, and it’s about sur- 
vival, but more centrally 
it’s a story about love. I’m 
deeply interested in love 
a sense of happiness, of 
living the life that one has 
hoped to live. And love is 
most interesting when it 
has survived terrible tests.” 
Cunningham’s 
previous 
novels, published by Far- 
rar, Straus & Giroux, in- 
clude “Specimen Days,” 
“By Nightfall” and “The 
Hours,” which won the Pu- 
litzer for fiction in 1999 and 
was adapted into an Os- 
car winning movie of the 
same name.q 


This image released by National Geographic for Disney shows Liev Schreiber as Otto Frank, left, 
and Bel Powley as Miep Gies in a scene from “A Small Light.” 


Associated Press 


A Small Light’ focuses on those who helped Anne Frank 


This cover image released by 
Random House shows “Day” 
by Michael Cunningham. 
Associated Press 


New Michael Cunningham novel ‘Day’ 
scheduled for January 


al-life heroine for protect- 
ing eight people in a se- 
cret annex in Amsterdam 
where Frank would write 
her famous diary. Schreiber 
plays Anne’s father, Otto 
Frank. 
In addition to an important 
historical story, the series 
is also an examination of 
how far strangers can go 
to help someone in trou- 


ble. Gies, who wasn’t Jew- 
ish, faced certain death if 
discovered. 
“There’s no point in retell- 
ing a story about this part 
of history that everyone 
knows so well if we’re just 
going to be bashed over 
the head by the same his- 
torical facts we already 
know,” said Powley. “It 
needs to make people feel 


‘What would I do and what 
should I do?’ Because the 
situation right now isn’t that 
different.” 
Viewers first meet Gies as 
an aimless party girl who 
is transformed into a re- 
sistance fighter after the 
Nazis invade. She bluffs 
her way past army check- 
points and gathers scarce 
food for the hidden. She 
tells one of the people she 
saves: “If you need to cry, 
cry now.” 
Gies was the secretary of 
Otto Frank, and her fierce 
altruistic side put her mar- 
riage in jeopardy. In one 
argument scene, she tells 
her husband: “It’s the right 
thing to do and I’ve agreed 
to do it, and I didn’t think I 
had to consult you before 
deciding to save a per- 
son’s life.” 
“She was unwavering in 
her sense of what the right 
thing to do was,” said Pow- 
ley. “She didn’t hesitate, 
and she also was incredibly 
confident and vivacious 
and vibrant and alive. I 
always imagined her with 
this huge smile on her face 
all of the time.” 
Schreiber, who has spoken 
up about the Ukrainian 
invasion in part because 
he has grandparents from 
there, said Gies’ bravery 
was underlined by the fact 
that she had no blood 


connection to the people 
she was helping. 
“The reality of the situation 
is that we should all care 
about what’s happening 
in Eastern Europe or for 
that matter, what’s hap- 
pening in Sudan or Turkey 
or whatever,” he said. “I 
felt like there’s something 
about Miep that really rep- 
resents the best in each 
of us, those of us that say 
yes to each other. I felt like 
it was a great time to tell 
that story.” 
After the Nazi invasion of 
the Netherlands in July 
1942, the Frank family went 
into hiding. The Van Pels 
family followed a week lat- 
er. Four months later, they 
were joined by an eighth 
person: Fritz Pfeffer, a den- 
tist and acquaintance of 
the Frank family. The group 
was discovered in 1944 
and sent to the Auschwitz 
concentration and exter- 
mination camp. 
“A Small Light” shows the 
humanity of each member 
of the group, from Anne’s 
rebelliousness to the nee- 
dling of family members 
and the discomforts of life 
in hiding. There are fights 
and whining and stubborn- 
ness. 
“Not many of us are famil- 
iar with rockets hitting our 
homes,” 
said 
Schreiber. 
“But we can relate to a re- 
lationship that’s not going 
well. We can relate to an 
interrupted meal. We can 
relate to these things that 
were happening to these 
people’s lives as the rock- 
ets started to fall. And that 
brings us into the story in a 
unique way.” 
The series comes during a 
new spasm of antisemitism 
in America, with the num- 
ber of anti-Jewish incidents 
increasing by more than 
35% in the past year, from 
2,721 in 2021 to 3,697 in 
2022. 
Schreiber sees the num- 
bers with alarm, having just 
completed a series about 
the Holocaust. “The pat- 
terns are the same misin- 
formation, disinformation, 
scapegoats,” he said. “Un- 
fortunately, we are seeing 
them in the U.S. again.”q 
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By HOWARD FENDRICH 
AP Tennis Writer 
Novak Djokovic can return 
to the U.S. Open this year 
after missing the tourna- 
ment in 2022, because the 
federal government’s CO- 
VID-19 vaccination man- 
date for foreign air travelers 
ends next week. 
“Novak Djokovic is a great 
champion, a fan favorite, 
and now that the federal 
government has lifted its 
vaccine requirements for 
international travelers, we 
look forward to welcom- 
ing him back to New York 
for the 2023 U.S. Open,” U.S. 
Tennis Association spokes- 
man Chris Widmaier wrote 
in an email to The Associ- 
ated Press on Tuesday. 
The 
White 
House 
an- 


nounced Monday most of 
the last remaining federal 
COVID-19 vaccine require- 
ments will disappear May 
11, when the national pub- 


lic health emergency for 
the coronavirus ends. 
The U.S. Open, the season’s 
final Grand Slam tourna- 
ment, begins in New York in 


August. 
Djokovic, 
a 
35-year-old 
from Serbia, has missed 
several key events includ- 
ing the 2022 U.S. Open be- 
cause he decided not to 
get inoculated against the 
coronavirus. 
Back in April 2020, Djokovic 
said he was opposed to 
needing to be vaccinated 
to travel. He later said he 
would not get the shots 
even if it meant he would 
not be allowed to partici- 
pate in some of his sport’s 
most 
important 
tourna- 
ments. Unable to travel to 
the United States, he missed 
the Masters 1000 tourna- 
ments at Indian Wells, Cali- 
fornia, and Miami both last 
year and this year. 
Most famously, 
Djokovic 


was deported from Austra- 
lia in January 2022 ahead 
of the Australian Open af- 
ter a legal saga that result- 
ed in the revocation of his 
visa to travel there. 
Djokovic was able to go to 
that country this January af- 
ter its pandemic-era restric- 
tions were eased. There, he 
won the Australian Open 
for his 22nd Grand Slam 
title, pulling even with rival 
Rafael Nadal for the most 
by a man in tennis history. 
Djokovic is sitting out the 
Madrid Open this week be- 
cause of a lingering issue 
with his surgically repaired 
right elbow. 
The 
next 
major 
tennis 
championship is the French 
Open, which begins in Paris 
on May 28.q 


Novak Djokovic, of Serbia, returns a shot to Alexander Zverev, 
of Germany, during the semifinals of the U.S. Open tennis 
championships, Friday, Sept. 10, 2021, in New York. 


Associated Press 


Djokovic can return to U.S. Open; vaccine mandate ends May 11 


By DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 
Daniel Berger spent the af- 
ternoon on his boat in calm 
Florida waters, an ideal lo- 
cation for anyone except 
a guy who misses green 
turf under his feet and a 
golf club in his hand. 
Tuesday marked the 319th 
day since Berger shot 75 in 
the second round of the 
U.S. Open at Brookline in 
June to miss the cut by two 
shots. That was his last tour- 
nament. He’s still not sure 
when the next one will be. 
Pain in his lower back, 
which first surfaced after 
a long post-Ryder Cup 
break in 2021, reached a 
point where he needed 
ice baths before he could 
play. It hurt just to sit in 
the car on the way to the 
course. 
Relief, finally, is on the way, 
thanks in part to a tip from 
Luke Donald. 
“That was the worst six 
months of my life,” Berger 
said 
Monday 
evening. 
“I’ve had a pretty easy life. 
I play golf for a living it’s 
not that stressful. But there 
was a point that I would 
have given up golf for the 
rest of my life not to feel 
like 
that.”Berger 
turned 
30 a month ago with little 


Team USA’s Brooks Koepka, left, and Daniel Berger celebrate on the 11th hole during a foursome 
match at the Ryder Cup at Whistling Straits Golf Course Friday, Sept. 24, 2021, in Sheboygan, Wis. 


Associated Press 


Once No. 12, Berger starting over after back issues 


fanfare because he has 
become a forgotten fig- 
ure. Golf can be a lonely 
sport when the game is 
not going well. It’s even 
lonelier when you’re not 
playing at all. His only real 
contact with the PGA Tour 
was Commissioner Jay Mo- 
nahan calling a few times 
to check on him. 
Berger, full of energy and 
self-belief, won the last 
hole of the last singles 


match at Whistling Straits 
to beat Matt Fitzpatrick 
and make the Americans 
the first team to register 19 
points against Europe. 
Emotionally and physically 
drained, he took off the 
rest of 2021 except for an 
appearance in the Baha- 
mas in December. When 
he showed up for the Sen- 
try Tournament of Champi- 
ons, something didn’t feel 
right with his back. 


“I didn’t do as much as 
I should have in terms of 
conditioning and working 
out, and when I showed 
up in Hawaii my back was 
bothering 
me,” 
Berger 
said. “I’ve never had a 
back problem in my life.” 
He shot 25-under par to tie 
for fifth at Kapalua, then 
took two weeks off. That 
didn’t help. His back felt 
just as bad at Torrey Pines. 
It reached a point where 


he withdrew from his title 
defense at Pebble Beach 
and skipped the rest of the 
West Coast. 
And then at the Honda 
Classic, he lost a five-shot 
lead in the final round. 
“In retrospect, that was 
the wrong decision. I kept 
playing through it,” Berger 
said. “It got to the point 
right 
around 
Augusta 
where I couldn’t sit down, 
I couldn’t do normal ac- 
tivities, I couldn’t play ten- 
nis. I need to see someone 
about it.” 
The MRI came back clean. 
The pain stayed. He could 
swing, so he played. Such 
is stubborn side of Berger, 
the son of Davis Cup play- 
er and renowned tennis 
coach Jay Berger. When 
he got to the Memorial in 
early June, he said it hurt 
just sitting in the car. 
“I 
played 
that 
tourna- 
ment (he tied for fifth) and 
told myself, ‘This is it.’ And 
then I tried to play the U.S. 
Open,” Berger said. “I was 
taking two ice baths a day 
to get on the course.” 
When he finally stepped 
away from golf, it only got 
worse not so much in- 
creased pain but the un- 
certainty. No one could fig- 
ure out what was wrong.q 


SPORTS 
Wednesday 3 May 2023 
A16 


By CARLOS RODRIGUEZ 
Associated Press 
MEXICO CITY (AP) — Fight- 
ing in his native Guadala- 
jara for the first time in 12 
years has presented some 
different 
challenges 
for 
Saúl Álvarez, like finding out 
just how many tickets he 
needs to accommodate 
family and friends. 
“Canelo” Álvarez is one 
of the best boxers in the 
world and he will return 
home on Saturday to face 
British rival John Ryder at 
the Akron Stadium in the 
western Mexican city. He 
hasn’t fought in Guadala- 
jara since June 2011, when 
he defeated British fighter 
Ryan Rhodes. 
Back then, Álvarez’s career 
was on the rise. In March of 
that year, he won his first 
world title, the World Boxing 
Council welterweight belt. 
Now he comes home as 
a more mature boxer who 
has already won world ti- 
tles in four different weights 
classes and was the unified 
champion at three of those. 
That’s why it shouldn’t be 
surprising that the bout at 
the Akron Stadium sold 
out in a matter of hours, 
leaving “Canelo” with the 
prospect of both preparing 
himself for the fight and at- 
tending to his family’s ticket 
requests. 
“It’s crazy. It’s a difficult part, 
let me tell you, because ev- 


eryone wants to go. They’re 
all from here (Guadalaja- 
ra),” the 32-year-old Álva- 
rez said in an interview with 
The Associated Press. “It’s 
complicated, but you try to 
do everything you can and 
have as many as you can.” 
Álvarez has three brothers, 
all of them were fighters, 
and a sister. 
In addition to the ticket re- 
quests, Álvarez has had to 
adjust to Guadalajara’s alti- 
tude of 1,566 meters above 
sea level as opposed to San 
Diego, California, where he 
usually prepares for other 


fights at an altitude of only 
19 meters.“It has been dif- 
ferent especially because 
of the altitude because we 
had to adapt to the rou- 
tine in Guadalajara, but so 
far everything is going very 
well as always you have to 
try to do everything 100% 
despite the circumstanc- 
es,” Álvarez said. 
One unknown ahead of 
Saturday’s fight is how well 
Álvarez will respond to the 
surgery on his left wrist that 
he underwent after clos- 
ing the trilogy against Gen- 
nady Golovkin last Septem- 


ber. 
“I feel very good, the prep- 
aration has been excellent, 
and I am now ready to 
train at 100%. That makes 
me more motivated to train 
hard in Guadalajara,” Ál- 
varez said. 
Leading up to the fight, Ál- 
varez has also had to deal 
with criticism because he 
chose to fight at home, in- 
cluding a strong jibe from 
former 
world 
champion 
Juan 
Manuel 
Márquez, 
who considers Ryder a 
“regular fighter, from me- 
dium level to below.” 


The 35-year-old Ryder holds 
the interim World Boxing 
Organization super middle- 
weight belt, which he won 
in November by beating 
Zach Parker. 
“All of that is part of this. 
There was always criticism 
in the past and there con- 
tinues to be criticism,” Álva- 
rez said. “It has always been 
a split between the ‘haters’ 
and those who support me, 
which fortunately there are 
more.” 
After the Ryder fight, Ál- 
varez will have a deci- 
sion to make for his next 
fight, probably set for Sep- 
tember. Many fans and 
commentators, 
including 
Márquez, want him to fight 
David Benavidez, but Álva- 
rez will probably go for a re- 
match against Dmitry Bivol. 
Although his career polar- 
izes opinions in his country 
despite his achievements, 
Álvarez is revered by the 
majority in Guadalajara. 
“The 
phenomenon 
of 
Canelo Álvarez is incred- 
ible. I had never seen any- 
thing like it, someone who 
has so many detractors 
when all he does is get- 
ting victory after victory,” 
said Mauricio Sulaiman, the 
WBC president. “After los- 
ing to (Floyd) Mayweather 
he could have fallen, but 
he matured, he had the 
strength to come back and 
conquer the world.”q 


Saul “Canelo” Alvarez jumps rope during a training session at a gym in Guadalajara, Mexico, on 
April 17, 2023. 
Associated Press 


Canelo Álvarez returning home to Guadalajara to fight Ryder 


By KEN MAGUIRE 
AP Sports Writer 
Lionel Messi was suspend- 
ed by Paris Saint-Germain 
for taking a trip to Saudi 
Arabia without the club’s 
permission, a person with 
knowledge of the situation 
told The Associated Press 
on Tuesday. 
The person would not spec- 
ify the length of the suspen- 
sion, though French media 
reported it to be two weeks. 
The person spoke on condi- 
tion of anonymity because 
they were not authorized to 
publicly discuss the matter. 
A 
two-week 
suspension 


would mean Messi would 
miss PSG’s next two games. 
L’Equipe and RMC Sport 
both reported the suspen- 
sion without citing sources. 
The person told the AP that 
the World Cup champion 
won’t be allowed to train 
or play with the team and 
won’t be paid during his 
suspension. 
PSG had denied Messi’s re- 
quest to make the trip, the 
person said. 
Messi has a commercial 
contract with Saudi Arabia 
to promote tourism in the 
Middle Eastern country. 
The suspension comes at a 


delicate time as the French 
club hopes to extend the 
Argentine star’s contract 
beyond this season. 
Messi’s trip followed PSG’s 
surprise 3-1 loss to Lorient 
on Sunday, leaving the de- 
fending champions with a 
five-point lead over Mar- 
seille with five games left in 
the season. Messi played 
the full game. 
L’Equipe had reported that 
PSG 
coach 
Christophe 
Galtier pledged to give his 
players two days off Mon- 
day and Tuesday if they 
beat Lorient. Instead, the 
team trained on Monday 


and had Tuesday off. 
The forward joined PSG 
from Barcelona two years 


ago, and there has been 
speculation about where 
he would play next.q 


PSG’s Lionel Messi, right, face Lorient’s Bamo Meite during 
the French League One soccer match between Paris Saint- 
Germain and Lorient, at the Parc des Princes stadium in Paris, 
Sunday, April 30, 2023. 
Associated Press 


PSG suspends Messi for unapproved 
trip to Saudi Arabia 


